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Surveyed Youth by Facility
• Overall, 150 youth completed the survey. Based on a facility census of 168 at the time the survey was 

administered, this represents a response rate of nearly 90%.
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Survey Respondent Demographics

• 75% of the youth completing the survey were between the ages of 15 
and 17. 

• Male youth accounted for 91% of survey respondents.
• By race/ethnicity, the responding youth were:

• 71% Black/African American
• 11% White
• 13% Hispanic/Latino
• 5% Asian, American Indian/Alaska native, other, or no response
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Youth Find Classroom Experience Helpful
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I enjoy going to
school here

The classroom
environment here is

good for learning.

My school
experience here is

helping me to learn

The schoolwork here
is similar to what I
was doing in my

home school

The Chrome-books
here help me in my

learning.

I have enough help
every day if I have a
question or do not

understand
something

Strongly Agree % Agree % Neither agree/disagree % Disagree % Strongly disagree %
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• More than 60% of youth surveyed believe their school experience is helpful and conducive to 
learning.

• Students indicated the work in facility schools is different from what they did in their home 
schools.
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Youth Want More Choices, Including Electives
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My teachers help
me and want me to

succeed

I can use the library 
and get books I’m 

interested in

I wish I could take
the same classes as
I was before I came

to DJS program

I wish this school
offered more

academic choices

I wish this school
offered more

elective courses

I wish the school
day started later

Strongly Agree % Agree % Neither agree/disagree % Disagree % Strongly disagree %
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• 80% of youth felt that their teachers help them and want them to succeed.
• Most youth want more academic choices and elective courses.
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Most Youth Express Education, Career Interests
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I wish the school day
were broken up to

allow other
programming in the

middle of the day

The guidance
counselors here

have talked to me
about my career

goals

I am in interested in
getting a job right
after high school

I am interested in
furthering my

education after high
school

I am interested in
vocational training
after high school

I am interested in
attending

community college
or college after high

school.

Strongly Agree % Agree % Neither agree/disagree % Disagree % Strongly disagree %
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• Most youth want to further their education beyond high school.
• Counselors could engage youth more often about their education and career goals.
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Team Sports, Physical Education Lead Youth 
Elective Course Interests
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Physical Education

Health

Team Sports

Weightlifting

Physical Fitness

Yoga

Art

Painting

Mosaics

Poetry

Public Speaking/Speech
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Auto/Diesel Mechanics, IT Lead Youth 
Vocational Interests
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Aquaculture (raising of fish and/or oysters)

Auto tech/Diesel Mechanic

Hospitality/Culinary Arts

Horticulture/Landscaping

Woodworking/Carpentry

Heating, Ventilating, Air Conditioning (HVAC)

Computer & Information Technology

Arts, Media, and Communication

Health Care
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